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but live in special quarters with rooms of their own.
Task work has been abolished. Whenever father
saw so-called able-bodied men picking oakum and
breaking stones his mind went back to the days when
he himself, unemployed and all but destitute, with a
young family to feed and shelter, took on the job of
stone-breaking in Australia. He was used to hard
manual work in those days, but still maintains that
stone-breaking is the hardest and most soul-shatter-
ing work in the world. He says the work is terrible
even for the skilled stone-breaker who understands
the grain of stone and strikes the right spot; but for
the unskilled worker the work is helL

The dietary scales now employed in workhouses are,
within certain limits, laid down by the Ministry of
Health, the food being varied and on the whole
good. The treatment of the inmates themselves by
the officials has of course been revolutionised. Nowa-
days no official who valued his position would treat
the people in his care with anything but gentleness
and regard. A certain amount of this change may
be attributed to the general trend of the times; but
the question arises as to how much trend towards
humanising the poor law there would have been
had there been no rough and uncompromising
pioneers thirty years ago. Or again, one might ask
how long the improvement is likely to last if the
breed of fighters and pioneers dies out*

There were other questions that had to be tackled
by the first socialist members of the Poplar Board,
From the beginning they were worried by the fact